
Where Volunteers Go and What They Do

Regardless of primary job responsibility,
Volunteers serving in countries impacted
by HIV/AIDS will also likely work in support
e�orts related to the pandemic.Countries as of December 2010

Jobs requests per QTRS CS App 2011

Where Peace Corps Volunteers Go and What They Do

4%
The Caribbean1 Dominican Republic2 Eastern Caribbean  Antigua⁄Barbuda  Dominica  Grenada⁄Carriacou  St. Kitts⁄Nevis  St. Lucia  St. Vincent⁄Grenadines

3 Jamaica

23%
Latin America4 Belize

5 Bolivia6 Colombia7 Costa Rica8 Ecuador9 El Salvador10 Guatemala11 Guyana12 Honduras13 Mexico14 Nicaragua15 Panama16 Paraguay17 Peru
18 Suriname

18%
Eastern Europe/Central Asia49 Albania50 Armenia51 Azerbaijan52 Bulgaria53 Georgia54 Kazakhstan55 Kyrgyz Republic56 Macedonia57 Moldova58 Romania59 Turkmenistan60 Ukraine

3%
Pacific Islands61 Federated States of Micronesia and Palau62 Fiji

63 Samoa64 Tonga65 Vanuatu

3%
North Africa andthe Middle East19 Jordan20 Morocco

8%
Asia
66 Cambodia67 China

68 Indonesia69 Mongolia70 Philippines71 Thailand

41%
Africa
21 Benin
22 Botswana23 Burkina Faso24 Cameroon25 Cape Verde26 Ethiopia27 The Gambia28 Ghana29 Guinea30 Kenya31 Lesotho32 Liberia33 Madagascar34 Malawi

35 Mali
36 Mauritania37 Mozambique38 Namibia39 Niger

40 Rwanda41 Senegal42 Sierra Leone43 South Africa44 Swaziland45 Tanzania46 Togo
47 Uganda48 Zambia
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As a component of an undergraduate curriculum, the Peace Corps Prep Program 
consists of selected courses paired with community service to help prepare students 
for work in international development, potentially with the Peace Corps. This program 
is a formal partnership between the Peace Corps and higher-education institutions. 
Its intent is to motivate students as they progress through school with an eye to how 
their studies can apply after graduation. When combined with service abroad as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer, this program enhances the career opportunities of graduates 
and offers many other benefits, just a few of which are outlined (see back page).

Students apply to the program through the school and participate for two or more 
years. A year before graduation, or anytime thereafter, they apply to the Peace Corps 
and include their Peace Corps Prep Program experience in their application. While 
this does not guarantee acceptance into Peace Corps, students participating in the 
program will gain skills which are an advantage in the competitive Peace Corps 
application process and in other international development work.

Uniting student coursework with 
practical international field experience 

PeaceCorps PREP

family & friends                

           Resource Guide

“A program like this is a 
professor’s dream for excited, 

engaged students in the classroom. 
Numbers, theories, research 

papers all take on a new meaning. 
Students are no longer thinking 

about passing an exam or getting 
a grade, but rather how their new 

knowledge might come to help 
them on the ground in a completely 

different setting.”

 —Robin Ragan, professor 
Knox College



The school:
•	 Designates a program coordinator to work with the Peace Corps.
•	 Creates course offerings and requirements for the program, such as foreign language study, 

international development studies, or a specific discipline that aligns with Peace Corps Volunteer 
work (e.g., education, teaching English as a second language, agriculture, environment, health, 
and business).

•	 Promotes the program to students and screens and selects candidates for the program.

Peace Corps:
•	 Provides suggested curriculum and guidance to prepare students for international service.
•	 Provides recruitment support to students interested in applying to Peace Corps to work overseas 

following graduation.
•	 Offers five decades of experience in building peace and friendship through service to others.  

Its mission has remained the same since 1961:
•	 To help the people of interested countries in meeting their need for trained men and women.
•	 To help promote a better understanding of Americans on the part of the peoples served.
•	 To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans.

•	 Offers a 27-month work, cultural immersion, and skills development experience in over 
75 countries. Volunteers work in one of six general program areas: agriculture,  
business, education, environment, health, and youth and community development.

Find out how your school can participate in, or is already involved  
with, Peace Corps Prep by contacting: pcprep@peacecorps.gov

“ The Peace Corps Prep 
Program helps students 
navigate the huge array of 
choices they face by providing 
them with a set of classes that 
helps prepare them for serving 
overseas as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer after they graduate. 
We’ve found that students 
benefit when they understand 
why they are taking a class, 
and this program provides 
students with direction and a 
purpose to focus on.”

 —David Firth, professor 
University of Montana
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Food Security from page 1

how better to address food security con-

cerns. 
Volunteers in Mali surveyed their 

counterparts, local leaders, government 

organizations, and nongovernmen-

tal organizations (NGOs) about their 

needs. They used the responses as a 

guide to choose topics for the tool kits. 

The topics vary, much like the geog-

raphy of Mali, and include tree planting, 

nutrition, soil and water conservation, 

gardening techniques, staple crops, bee-

keeping, chicken keeping, solar projects, 

HIV/AIDS, youth activities, improved 

processing of shea nuts for higher qual-

ity shea butter, girls education and em-

powerment, moringa oleifera (see side-

bar story), and more. 

McClellan, who completed his 

Peace Corps Response term in Novem-

ber, said the pilot toolkits will soon be 

available and Volunteers will integrate 

feedback from initial uses to make a 

more complete toolkit in the next three 

to six months. They will be continu-

ally modified to include the most up-to- 

date sector-specific information. Addi-

tionally, they may post online versions 

to share with other PC programs and 

NGOs.
 “All of the tool kits are across sec-

tors, but all of the topics are interrelated 

to food security,” McClellan said.

Mali, Senegal, and Ghana have es-

tablished  major food security projects, 

valued at more than $1 million each, and 

are supported by PAPAs.

In August and September, Peace 

Corps/Kenya hosted a  Portfolio Re-

view  to evaluate all of its projects 

and establish an over-arching Food Se-

curity  Strategy  for the post. The post 

also integrated food security issues 

across all of the sectors.

A SUNNY OUTLOOK

What can a little sun, unsold food, and 

a good design produce? Nutritious food 

for a year. 
Drying food allows people to save 

fruit long after the season is over. Peo-

ple can eat nutritious and healthy food 

year-round, without the burden of pay-

ing large sums at the market. 

Elyse Petersen, a returned Peace 

Corps Response Volunteer from the 

Eastern Caribbean island of Antigua, 

helped her community with a solar dry-

er project. She applied for a Peace Corps 

Partnership grant for nearly $1,000 that 

paid for materials to build nine solar 

dryers. She even solicited the help of 

students in wood shop and home eco-

nomics classes at a local school.

Petersen’s project has been so suc-

cessful that the community has formed 

a cooperative and built five additional 

dryers. Others are being built to sell. 

The community is also selling the dried 

fruit, which is easier to transport be-

cause it weighs less than fresh fruit. Pe-

tersen noted that five pounds of mangos 

will lose 4.3 pounds of water—or retain 

only about 10 percent of their moisture 

content—upon drying. She has written 

a project manual on solar drying. Like 

most projects, the most difficult aspect 

is gaining community respect and sup-

port. Petersen said the community had 

difficulty believing the project would 

function until they saw it in practice. 

Now a Master of Business Admin-

istration student at the University of 

Hawaii, Petersen continues her work in 

the United States by helping farmers in 

Hawaii preserve their food.

“It’s really cool to hear people in the 

U.S. get interested in [the solar dryers 

project] in Antigua,” said Petersen, who 

continues to support the dryers and 

their effectiveness in her host country.

In similar fashion, solar cooking was 

what caught Sonya Greegor’s attention.

Greegor, a third-year Peace Corps 

Volunteer who supports women’s 

groups in central Mexico, realized that 

solar cooking could resolve more than 

just household concerns. The project 

uses the heat of the sun to help pre-

vent deforestation  and provide more 

time and money for business oppor-

tunities.
Early in her project, Greegor did 

some research and discovered an inter-

esting design that was developed in 2004 

by Solar Household Energy (SHE). The 

former teacher applied for grants through 

the Peace Corps and USAID and has since 

purchased 400 stoves for 11 communities. 

The municipalities determined who re-

ceived the stoves based on their incomes 

and whether or not they used wood to 

cook. 
Greegor requires women to attend 

eight trainings to learn about the solar 

pot, which she encourages the women 

to use to cook traditional Mexican 

dishes or heat water. Depending on the 

heat of the sun, Greegor says, beans can 

take anywhere from three to five hours 

to cook.

Elyse Petersen helped with a solar 

dryer project as a Peace Corps 

Response Volunteer.

Peace Corps Prep Readies Volunteers 

“The Prep program is a great way 

to ensure students receive a well-

rounded set of skills and experi-

ences,” says Luke Karner, a Peace 

Corp Prep participant. “Being 

flexible and adaptive are key 

qualities in an effective Volunteer 

and the Prep program emphasiz-

es both through the wide range of 

required coursework, language 

training, and Volunteer experi-

ence. The Prep program exposed 

me to methods of teaching and 

tutoring that continually prove to 

be invaluable in my daily life as a 

youth development Volunteer in 

Honduras.”

In addition to hands-on vol-

unteer experience, the Prep Pro-

gram offers classes in

Sonya Greegor (left), a third-year 

Peace Corps Volunteer in Mexico, 

has been teaching women’s groups 

to use solar pots for cooking or for 

heating water. At right is Country 

Director Daniel Evans. Above is a 

closeup of food cooking in a solar 

pot.

Returned Volunteer Services 

(RVS) already offers RPCV ca-

reer conferences and workshops 

in Washington, D.C., and online. 

However, the Peace Corps now 

offers one-day career events in 

nine cities with Peace Corps re-

gional recruitment offices. 

Benefits of serving  in the Peace Corps• Language, cross-cultural, and technical training
• Travel costs covered to and from the country of service

• Stipend for overseas living and housing expenses
• Medical and dental coverage• Student loan deferment and partial cancellation of some loans• Vacation time

• Transition funds of $7,425 (before taxes) following 27 months of work
• Career and transition assistance after service

• Graduate school opportunities through Peace Corps partners• No fee to participate

peacecorps.gov 800.424.8580


